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UNREST IN FRENCH NORTH AFRICA

I. Yesrment continues im two French protectorates in North Africa,
Norocco and Tunisia. While Morocco was until this spring
the scene of greater violence, present situation there under
new Resident General Francis Lacoste has become one of mameuver
and negotiation by nndori:gly nationalistic leaders., In com-
trast, problems faced by French in Tunisia are worsened by
upsurge of terrorism following mass resignation of Tunisian
cabinet,

I1. Recent pattern of "terrorism" in Morocco has imcluded success-
ful economic boycotts and destruction of crops. New element
this week in open letter to Resident General from some hundred
Horoccan notables:

Urging reimstitution of elementary civil liberties and

frank discussionof current problems.

This letter, together with similar communication from 75

¥rench residents of Worocco, could provide basis for

selection of "moderate” negotiators to assist in formulation
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Approved For Release 2002/02/12 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000300040023-5

£

e

In any event Freuch troop strength ofl#ﬁ,ﬂﬁ% should be
sufficient to maintain status quo.

French goverament withholding action on Morocco until

Tunisian problem is settled.

Despite strict French security measures and military rein-

forcements, terrorism continues in Tunisia.

A,

After Tunisian cabinet resigned en masse 5 July, Bey
appointed interim body headed by Frenchman, thereby
triggering flareup of violence.

Latest assassination victim (95th fatality since mid-Harch)

was French commapndant of Bey's guard (shot in back 24 July).

Terrorism Tunisia stems from three BOUrces:

A.

Fellagha (traditional bandits, variously estimgted at

1,000 to 10,000). oOutlaws, inhabiting desolate interior
hill region; exist by raids upon population. Ranks now
allegedly swelled bf nationalists an; military deserters,
Big upsurge Hay 1954 when groups moved northward.

1. Fa{rly well equipped, probably from abroad--posaibly by

nationalists or sympathizers in Liﬁya.
Approved For Release 2002/02/12 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000300040023-5

ST
2



Approved For Release 2002/0Z/12 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000300040023-5

2. Xffectiveness as guasi-natienmalist force limited by
unreliability, lack central direction.
25X1C a. _ratreat back into hills,
| under heavy govermment pressure.
B. Sporadie killing, such as that of commandant, and sabotage.
1. Apparently motivated more by anti-French feeling than
by pro-mationalist or Communist sympathies.
2. Dpifficult to control by militayy meaps alonme.
€. Counter-terrorism by French settlers.
1, Example: such retaliation as killing by settlers of
five natives at Djemmal and E1 Battan 11 July.
2. Ceneivance of law enforcement officers makes control
@ifficult.
V. Prospects in Tunisia:
A. Xm short term, present French control measures should
reduce frequency of sporadic attacks.
1. 1Imclude imposition strict curfews, body search, military

trials for illegal possession of arms, etc.
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B.

C.

2. Arrival tﬁoaps Irom French West Africa, Algeria,
| Norocco, France, in past month has raisad forces in
Tunisia from estimated 16,000 to 26,000,
in long term, bowever, restoration order dependent upon
definition ¥rench policy by pParis.
;Q No specific policy yet; govermment action expected 31
July, to be based following points:
2. French ministry considers Tunisians able to
sdainister internal affairs,
b. France to retain control over foreign affairs,
defense, finance.
€. Rights and status of Fremch in Tunisia bave to
| be assured.
Although nationalist opinion has hardemed since 19852,
leaders would consider this an appropriate settlement,
| Ban;nd'fezl §2ins, genuine self-goverament.
2. Howvever, lack disciplined following of 1952; wmay not
be abdble to control all anti-French factions.

Settler opposition alse hardened; would o . concessions
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sfrong pressures on French government and National
Assembly to be expected.
2. Bettlers likely to resort to direct aatiqn.aztinst
leading mationalists.

3. xnergenqi of small organized moderate settler group,

however, one new and hopeful tactor,
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